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Global Relations Forum (GRF) is an
independent, nonpartisan membership
association committed to being a platform
for imagining, conceptualizing, and
advocating a peaceful, fair, inclusive
trajectory of progress for humanity.

GRF Overview

Global Relations Forum (GRF), founded in 2009 with
the support of prominent Turkish leaders in business,
government and academia, is an independent, nonpartisan
membership association committed to being a platform
for engaging, informing, and stimulating its members
and all interested individuals in all matters related to
international affairs and global issues.

GRF intends to advance a culture that rewards the
fertile tension between passion for intellectual diversity
and dedication to innovative and objective synthesis. It
nurtures uninhibited curiosity, analytic inquiry, rational
debate, and constructive demeanor as the elemental
constituents in all its endeavors. It contributes to the
shared understanding of and aspiration for humanity’s
path to peace, prosperity, and progress as an accessible,
inclusive, and fair process for all.

Detailed information about GRF
can be accessed. from:

— www.giforg.tr



GRF STUDIES

GRF undertakes policy work on current global challenges
ranging from energy to trade, from security to rule of
law, synthesizing the contributions of former ministers,
diplomats, corporate chairpersons and CEO’s, university
presidents and prominent academics. GRF’'s members also
work with distinguished individuals in other countries,
from the US to the EU, from the Russian Federation to India,
to tackle international challenges that threaten the global
order. These initiatives to strengthen global cooperative
ties are in the tradition of similar institutions in other
parts of the world that share the overarching objective of
informing, enriching and shaping global policy-making
processes.

Task Forces

GRF Task Forces are independent commissions that bring
together accomplished individuals to deliberate and reach
a consensus on complex topics in foreign policy. Task
Forces seek to demarcate the relatively stable long-term
trends and structural certainties from the unruly dynamics
of complexity and uncertainty and to make balanced
judgements on matters that involve medium to long-term
uncertainty.

Ongoing Task Forces:

Task Force on Global Trade and Turkey in the 21st Century
Task Force on the Middle East and North Africa Region
Task Force on Higher Education

Completed Task Forces:

Turkey’s Approach to Security in the 21st Century
Energy and Climate Change Task Force
Turkey-USA Relations Task Force

Track-II Studies

GRF has initiated Track-II studies with its global
counterparts. The objective is to enrich the dialogue
between Turkey and other countries and to contribute
to foreign policy processes and public diplomacy. It is
assumed that this continued exchange will help lay the
foundation for new thinking, even a new language.

GRF-Carnegie Moscow Center “Turkey-Russia
Relations”

In 2013, GRF and the Carnegie Moscow Center established a
Working Group dedicated to exploring the potential for regional
cooperation between Turkey and Russia. The Working Group,
comprised of senior government officials, diplomats, military
officers, and leading experts from both countries, was tasked
with developing a constructive framework on how cooperation
between the two countries could be practically advanced. The
Group presented its consensus policy report to the public in
October 2014.

GRF-Ananta Aspen Center “Turkey-India Forum”

In 2015, given the growing importance of India as a global actor
and the prospects of Indian-Turkish cooperation, GRF decided to
initiate Track-II studies with Indian counterparts. The 4th India-
Turkey Forum held on March 28, 2015 paved the way for the
establishment of a Track-II study with the Ananta Aspen Centre.
In 2016, with the 5th Turkey-India Forum, GRF officially took over
the co-leadership of the initiative with its counterpart, Ananta
Aspen Centre. Moving forward, GRF members will constitute the
Turkish delegation in the Forum.

International Projects

GRF has also launched international projects, which
involve the establishment of issue-based partnerships
with organizations from around the world whose values,
goals and areas of focus coincide with those of GRF. These

GRF International Projects

initiatives are meant to contribute to the in-depth analysis of
various issues of regional as well as global concern, such as
security, investment and economic growth, and migration.
Ongoing International Projects:

“Project on the Economic Future of the Middle East and North
Africa Region”, conducted jointly with Johns Hopkins SAIS

“GRF International Task Force on the Future of the Nuclear Deal
with Iran”

Completed International Projects:

The collaboration with the Institute for Strategic Dialogue (ISD)
under the auspices of ISD’s “Club of Three” initiative



GRF COMMUNITIES

As a much younger institution compared to its peers around
the globe, GRF is also concerned about a relatively new and
distinct challenge of policy thinking which reflects the current
milieu of fast-paced change. Developing policies that are not
easily frustrated by frequent shifts in the global context is a new
and overwhelming challenge for the policy community. GRF
invests in communities of young thinkers as the main driver of
its search for long-term thinking and resilient policy processes.
The presumption is that young thinkers are better suited to this
intellectual effort as they are less conditioned by current habits
and paradigms of traditional analysis.

GRF Young Scholars Seminars

GRF conducts seminar programs for GRF Young Scholars,
selected annually from leading universities in Turkey and abroad.
The programs aim to instill in its participants an appreciation
for the fruitful interaction and synthesis of different opinions, a
fundamental premise of GRE.

GRF Young Academics Program

With this program, GRF aims to establish an expanding
global community of young academics who, in their
policy deliberations focus on global systemic issues.
The intellectual capital accumulating as a result of this
program will hopefully make a valuable contribution to
national and global policy-making in the coming decades.

This program admits young academics who are currently
pursuing their doctorate studies or have completed their
Ph.D. within the last three years. The program culminates
in a policy paper written by the candidate and published
by GRE

GRF Young Professionals Program

Since its foundation, GRF has been directing its resources
to enrich Turkey’s contribution to the global agenda.
The GRF Young Professionals Program was launched
to build GRF’s practical competence by incorporating
young decision-makers into GRF studies. The program is
targeted at young professionals who are equipped with
the resolve, background, and experience to contribute to
the future of Turkey and the world.

GRF Young Global Program

Launched in 2015, GRF’s Young Global Program is a
unique thought exercise that engages young individuals
of the world to reflect on the main constructs/concepts/
institutions of human life, imagine their possible paths of
evolution over the next two centuries, and identify core
values and structures that we wish to preserve in the era
of rapid transformation that lies ahead of us.

The participants of the program are individuals who have
successfully completed GRF’s Young Scholars and Young
Scholars Abroad programs, and international participants
from the leading universities of the world who were
nominated by Young Scholars.

GRF Young Global Program
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